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God's people—first to the natural branches and then to the wild
ones grafted in.
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There is nothing quite like your favorite pair of jeans. You can dress them up, you can
dress them down. You can work in them, play in them, shop in them . . . live in them.
They always feel right. It is my hope that the structure of this Bible study will fit you
like those jeans; that it will work with your life right now, right where you are whether
you're new to this whole Bible thing or whether you've been studying the Book for
years!

How is this even possible? Smoke and mirrors, perhaps? The new mercilessly
thrown in the deep end? The experienced given pompoms and the job of simply
cheering others on? None of the above.

Sweeter than Chocolate!® flexible studies are designed with options that will al-
low you to go as deep each week as you desire. If you're just starting out and feeling
a little overwhelmed, stick with the main text and don'’t think a second thought about
the sidebar assignments. If you're looking for a challenge, then take the sidebar
prompts and go ahead and dig all the way to China! As you move along through the
study, think of the sidebars and “Digging Deeper” boxes as that 2% of lycra that you
find in certain jeans . . . the wiggle-room that will help them fit just right.

Beginners may find that they want to start adding in some of the optional assign-
ments as they go along. Experts may find that when three children are throwing up
for three days straight, foregoing those assignments for the week is the way to live
wisely.

Life has a way of ebbing and flowing and this study is designed to ebb and flow
right along with it!

Enjoy!
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Sweeter than Chocolate!® studies meet you where you are and take you as far as
you want to go.

WEEKLY STUDY: The main text guides you through the complete topic of study for
the week.

FYI boxes: For Your Information boxes
provide bite-sized material to shed addi- Reading Tip: Begin with praver
. . . You may have heard this a million times over and if this is a million and
tional light on the topic. ane, so be it, Whenever you read or study God's Word, first pray and ask

His Spirit to be your Guide.

ONE STEP FURTHER and other
sidebar boxes: Sidebar boxes give | word study: toraniiaw
you the option to push yourself a The first of eight Hebrew key words we encounter for God's Word is Zoraf,

. . translated “law.” If you're up for a challenge this week, do a word study to
little further. If you have extra time learn what you can about Zorah. Run a concordance search and examine

or are looking for an extra chal- where the word forah appears in the 0ld Testament and see what you can
lenge, you can try one, all, or any leam from the context.

number in between! These boxes \f you decide to ook for the ward.for “law” in the New Testament, you'll
find that the primary Greek word is namos.

give you the ultimate in flexibility. Be sure to see what Paul says about the law n Galatians 3 and what
Jesus says in Matthew 5.

DIGGING DEEPER hoxes: If you're looking to go further, Digging
Deeper sections will help you sharpen your skills as you continue to
mine the truths of Scripture for yourself.

Digging Deeper

What else does God’s Word say about counselors?

If you can, spend some time this week digging around for what God's Word says about
counselors.

Start by considering what you already know about counsel from the Word of God and see
if you can actually show where these truths are in the Bible. Make sure that the Word actually
says what you think it says.
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The Mysterious Servant

“Behold, My servant will prosper,

He will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted.”
—lsaiah 52:13

Life's burdens weigh down even the strongest. Whether you're weakened by sorrow
and grief, laid low by suffering and hardship, or failing under the weight of your own
sin, you know the weight of life. You know it. | know it. Everyone knows it. Deeds
done that cannot be undone. Words spoken that can never be called back. Wrongs
committed in fleeting moments that sear consciences for a lifetime.

The 53rd chapter of Isaiah, a writing common to both the Jewish Tanakh and the
Christian Bible, describes a mysterious figure who provides the solution for the hu-
man condition by carrying griefs and sorrows, healing brokenness, and bearing sin.
He is the Servant of the Lord!

But who is this person? Who is this Servant of the Lord? In this study, we'll look
closely at Isaiah 53 to answer this question for ourselves. As we start off, though,
let's put ourselves in context by examining the final words of Isaiah 52.

If You're in a Class

Begin Week One together on your first
day of class. This will be a great way to
start getting to know one another and wil
help those who are newer to Bible study
get their bearings.
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Letting the Text Speak

As we study together, it is my prayer that
to the best of our ability we will drop our
presuppositions and allow God's Word to
speak for itself. There so much freedom
in this, isn't there? You don't have to
come up with clever ideas and remotely
possible “what if?"s. You simply pay
attention and learn from what God has
clearly revealed.

When we do this it's called exegesis. Ex-
egesis literally means “to lead out” When
we deal in presuppositions and subjectiv-
ism we're falling into the trap of eisegesis
(literally “to lead into")—taking the text of
Seripture and tailoring it to our agendas.
Eisegesis molds Scripture to fit man; the
Word accurately handled calls man to
submit to the plumb line of Scripture. My
goal in this class is to handle accurately
the Word of truth and have God speak to
us and change us through it
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Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

CONSIDER the WAY YOU THINK

We all come to Bible study with different views and experiences. Before we get
started, let's consider some of those together.

What is your view of the Bible? Do you think it is a work of man? A work of God? A
little of both? Or are you not quite sure? Why?

Do you think your view of the Bible impacts how you respond to what you read?
Explain.

Are you familiar with the prophet Isaiah? What about Isaiah 53 specifically? If so,
what do you know about it? (If not, don't worry. You'll be familiar with it soon!)

GETTING THE BIG PICTURE

This week we'll be looking at the Servant Song in Isaiah 52:13-53:12 for a general
overview. So, if you start feeling confused or overwhelmed at any point, just take a
second and breathe. The first part of inductive Bible study—observation—is all about
slowing down, reading the text carefully and asking questions. We wouldn’t need to
ask questions if we already knew the answers, right?

In upcoming weeks, we'll look much more closely at the text to determine if and how
the prophecy was eventually fulfilled. Right now, though, as we overview the text, we
will focus on some of the unique features of the servant described in Isaiah 53 and
the verses leading up to it. We'll want to keep a couple of questions in the front of
our mind as we read: Who could this be referring to? and Who could this not be
referring to?



0BSERVE the TEXT of SCRIPTURE

Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

READ Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and MARK every reference to the servant including
pronouns. You'll be marking mostly pronouns (He, Him, His with reference to the

servant).

Isaiah 52:13-15

13

14

15

Behold, My servant will prosper,
He will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted.

Just as many were astonished at you, My people,
So His appearance was marred more than any man
And His form more than the sons of men.

Thus He will sprinkle many nations,

Kings will shut their mouths on account of Him;
For what had not been told them they will see,
And what they had not heard they will understand.

Isaiah 53

1

Who has believed our message?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot,
And like a root out of parched ground,

He has no stately form or majesty

That we should look upon Him,

Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.

He was despised and forsaken of men,

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

And like one from whom men hide their face

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

Surely our griefs He Himself bore,

And our sorrows He carried;

Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten of God, and afflicted.

But He was pierced through for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities;

The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,
And by His scourging we are healed.

All of us like sheep have gone astray,

Each of us has turned to his own way;,

But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all
To fall on Him.

He was oppressed and He was afflicted,

Yet He did not open His mouth;

Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,

And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers,
So He did not open His mouth.

By oppression and judgment He was taken away;

And as for His generation, who considered

That He was cut off out of the land of the living

For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due?

Start with Prayer

You've probably heard it before and if we
study together in the future, you're sure
to hear it again. Whenever you read or
study God's Word, first pray and ask His
Spirit to be your Guide. Jesus says that
the Spirit will lsad us into all truth.

What is Inductive study?
When we study the Bible inductively,

we simply use the Bible as our primary
source in studying the Bible. While it
sounds beyond obvious, much of what
people term “Bible study” today is more
of a compilation of others' opinions about
the Bible, rather than biblical truth direct
from the source.

In inductive study, we seek to allow God
to speak for Himself as we discover truth
directly from His Word.
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Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

9 His grave was assigned with wicked men,
Yet He was with a rich man in His death,
Because He had done no violence,

Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

10 But the LORD was pleased

The Backstory of Isaiah’s To crush Him, putting Him to grief:

Audience If He would render Himself as a quilt offering,

The Bible's opening book of Genesis lays He will see His offspring,

the foundation for all of the accounts that He will prolong His days,

follow. In it we learn that God created And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.

everything that has ever existed including
mankind. When Adam and Eve, the first
created people, rebelled against God sin
and death entered the world, but it did
not catch God off guard. He already had
a rescue plan in place that would come
through Adam’s line. 12 Therefore, | will allot Him a portion with the great,
Adam and Fve had children who had And He will divide the bOOty with the SfI’Oﬂg,'
Because He poured out Himself to death,

And was numbered with the transgressors;

Yet He Himself bore the sin of many,

And interceded for the transgressors.

11 As a result of the anguish of His soul,
He will see it and be satisfied;
By His knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will bear their iniquities.

children. Some of the more notable
names in the Genesis account include
Noah (who God delivered along with his
family from a worldwide flood), Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was the father
of the nation of Israel that Egypt enslaved

for 400 years. .
God dlivred th Isteltes fom Eqyat by DISCUSS with your GROUP or PONDER on your own . ..

the hand of Moses and eventually used WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, and HOW
Joshua to lead them into the Promised
Land (what we know today as the land of
Israel). After Joshua died, Judges ruled
the land until the people called for a king.

Who recorded these words in Scripture? (If you're not sure, don't stress. Move on to
the next question.)

Isaiah wrote toward the end of the time
of the Kings. Israel, the united kingdom of
12 tribes, had already dissolved.

The one country has become two. In the
Northern Kingdom which retained the
name "lsrael,” non-Davidic kings rule Approximately when was this written? If you're not sure, read Isaiah 1:1.
over 10 tribes. In the Southern Kingdom
of Judah, descendants of King David lead
the remaining 2 tribes.

Isaiah’s ministry is primarily to these
southern tribes.

Who was this written to? Where did the initial recipients live?

ANOINTED

TO SUFFER * TO SERVE - TO SAVE




Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

Who is the subject of Isaiah 52:13-53:127 Is He specifically identified? Explain.

What basic information do we learn about Him? (This is where you'll want to look at
every place you've marked either servant or a pronoun—He, His, Himself-referring to
the servant and make a simple list.)

Which of these facts did you find most interesting or significant? Why"?

Although Isaiah doesn’t name the servant, what title does he give Him in verse 11?
What is significant about the title?

Why do you think so many consider this an important text?

How do you think we can find out who the servant is . . . and isn't?

Historical Information
According to Isaiah 1:1, Isaiah prophesied
during the reigns of four kings of Judah:
Uzziah (also known as Azariah), Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah. His ministry began
in the year that King Uzziah died (c. 739)
and he prophesied during the reigns of
the subsequent three kings of Judah.
During this time, the Northern Kingdom of
Israel fell to the Assyrians in 722 BC. Tra-
dition holds that Isaiah died at the hands
of Hezekiah's son Manasseh, having been
sawn in two (Hebrews 11:37).

Isaiah warned the people of coming judg-
ment during tumultuous and rebellious
days, but he also offered comfort and
hope of God's ultimate salvation,

Isaiah’s Call

1 "In the year of King Uzziah's death
| saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty
and exalted. with the train of His robe
filling the temple.”

8 “Then | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall | send. and who
will go for Us?” Then | said, “Here am |,
Send me!”

—lsaiah 6:1, 8
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Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

THE GREATER CONTEXT and DIFFERING VIEWS

While the servant described in Isaiah 53 is an innocent sin bearer, the near context

of Isaiah also talks about other less than perfect servants. Let's take a brief look at
the use of the Hebrew word ebed in Isaiah and consider how this might affect inter-
pretation. If you want to look at this further, check out the One Step Further option
in the margin!

Servant: ebed
“Servant” translates the Hebrew ebed, a
common word that appears 800 times in

the Old Testament. If you have time this OBSERVE the TEXT of SCRIPTURE

week, explore how it is used throughout READ the following verses from Isaiah and MARK the word servant in each. Then re-
Isaiah and the rest of the Old Testament, cord what the verses say about: 1) who the servant is, and 2) who the servant belongs
Also, see if you can find which biblical to (if applicable).

character is most n”ﬁen referred to as “the Isaiah 14:2

servant of the Lord." Record your findings

below. 2 The peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the

house of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in the land of the LORD
as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive
and will rule over their oppressors.

The servants are . ..

Isaiah 20:3-4

3 And the LORD said, “Even as My servant Isaiah has gone naked and barefoot
three years as a sign and token against Eqypt and Cush,

4 so the king of Assyria will lead away the captives of Egypt and the exiles of
Cush, young and old, naked and barefoot with buttocks uncovered, to the
shame of Egypt.

The servantis.. ..

Isaiah 22:20-21

20 “Then it will come about in that day, that | will summon My servant Eliakim
the son of Hilkiah,

21 And | will clothe him with your tunic and tie your sash securely about him.
I will entrust him with your authority, and he will become a father to the

inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.

The servantis.. ..

ANOINTED

TO SUFFER * TO SERVE - TO SAVE




Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

Isaiah 37:35

35 ‘For | will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant
David’s sake.” ”

The servantis.. ..

Isaiah 41:8-9

8 “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, descendant of
Abraham My friend,

9 You whom | have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its
remotest parts and said to you, ‘You are My servant, | have chosen you and
not rejected you.

The servantis.. ..

Isaiah 42:18-22
18 Hear, you deaf! And look, you blind, that you may see.

19 Who is blind but My servant, or so deaf as My messenger whom | send? Who
is so blind as he that is at peace with Me, or so blind as the servant of the
LORD?

20 You have seen many things, but you do not observe them; your ears are open,
but none hears.

21 The LORD was pleased for His righteousness’ sake to make the law great and
glorious.

22 But this is a people plundered and despoiled, all of them are trapped in caves,
or are hidden away in prisons, they have become a prey with none to deliver
them, and a spoil, with none to say, “Give them back!”

The servantis . ..

Resources

There are so many tremendous online
resources for studying the Bible today!
Here are a couple of my favorites:

* blueletterbible.org

* biblehub.com

* thebible.org

If you have some favarites, jot them down
below and be sure to share them with
your classmates!
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The Tanakh

Before we wrap up our study this week,
take the time to read Isaiah 52:13-53:12
once more, but this time from the
Tanakh—the Hebrew Bible.

On your internet browser, simply search
for “Isaiah 53 JPS." This will take you to
the Jewish Publication Society translation
of Isaiah 53,

Did you notice any significant differences
in the translation? List what you observed
and note how it compares with the NASB.
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Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

DISCUSS with your GROUP or PONDER on your own . ..

Summarize the different ways you've observed “servant” used in Isaiah.

Do you think that any of the “servants” you looked at this week could be the One
referred to in Isaiah 53? Why/why not? Explain your answer from Scripture.

Digging Deeper
More of the Story

If you're looking for more this week, take some time to read Isaiah 40-54 to see the greater
context of Isaiah 53 and the other Servant Songs first hand! As you read consider the
following questions:

What is the main content of Isaiah 40-54?

How does Isaiah 53 fit into this context?

How is the word “servant” (and its pronouns) used in these chapters?



Lesson One: The Mysterious Servant

@THE END OF THE DAY ... .

What a promise Isaiah 53 offers—a sin bearer for those weighed down by their own

offenses, a healer for the broken and sorrowful. What pains are you carrying today?

What griefs can you no longer bear? There is hope in the One the prophets of Israel
pointed to. There is hope in the Righteous One!

NOTES
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Lesson Two: The Mysterious Servant
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For use with www.blueletterbible.org
1. Type in Bible verse. Change the version to NASB. Click the “Search” button.

2. When you arrive at the next screen, you will see a “Tools” button to the left of your verse .

3. Hover over the “Tools" button and select the “Interlinear” option to take you to the
concordance link.

3. Click on the Strong's number which is the link to the original word in Greek or Hebrew.

Clicking this number will bring up another screen that will give you a brief definition of the word
as well as list every occurrence of the Greek word in the New Testament or Hebrew word in the
Old Testament. Before running to the dictionary definition, scan places where this word is used in
Scripture and examine the general contexts where it is used.
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Precept Ministries International was raised up by God for the sole purpose of establish-

ing people in God's Word to produce reverence for Him. It serves as an arm of the church
without respect to denomination. God has enabled Precept to reach across denominational
lines without compromising the truths of His inerrant Word. We believe every word of the
Bible was inspired and given to man as all that is necessary for him to become mature and
thoroughly equipped for every good work of life. This ministry does not seek to impose

its doctrines on others, but rather to direct people to the Master Himself, who leads and
guides by His Spirit into all truth through a systematic study of His Word. The ministry pro-
duces a variety of Bible studies and holds conferences and intensive Training Workshops
designed to establish attendees in the Word through Inductive Bible Study.

Jack Arthur and his wife, Kay, founded Precept Ministries in 1970. Kay and the ministry staff
of writers produce Precept Upon Precept studies, In & Out studies, Lord series studies,
the New Inductive Study Series studies, 40-Minute studies, and Discover 4 Yourself
Inductive Bible Studies for Kids. From years of diligent study and teaching experience,
Kay and the staff have developed

these unique, inductive courses that

are now used in nearly 185 countries P R E c E PT.U R

and 70 languages.



Pam Gillaspie, a passionate Bible student and teacher, authors Precept’'s Sweeter
Than Chocolate!® and Cookies on the Lower Shelf™ Bible study series. Pam holds

a BA in Biblical Studies from Wheaton College in Wheaton, lllinois. She and her hus-

band live in suburban Chicago, lllinois with their daughter and Great Dane. They also
have a married son and a daughter-in-love. Pam’s greatest joy is encouraging others
to read God's Word widely and study it deeply . . . precept upon precept.

For speaking inquiries, questions, or just to connect, you can find Pam online at:
www.pamgillaspie.com

pamgillaspie

pamgillaspie
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For use with www.blueletterbible.org
1. Type in Bible verse. Change the version to NASB. Click the “Search” button.

2. When you arrive at the next screen, you will see a “Tools” button to the left of your verse .

3. Hover over the “Tools" button and select the “Interlinear” option to take you to the
concordance link.

3. Click on the Strong's number which is the link to the original word in Greek or Hebrew.

Clicking this number will bring up another screen that will give you a brief definition of the word
as well as list every occurrence of the Greek word in the New Testament or Hebrew word in the
Old Testament. Before running to the dictionary definition, scan places where this word is used in
Scripture and examine the general contexts where it is used.
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