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The period between the resurrection of Jesus and His ascension to the Father was filled with a
number of significant encounters. Jesus did not reveal himself to the powerful. He did not visit the
Pharisees to expose their huge miscalculation in figuring out who he was, nor did he call with
Pilate to settle the score. Rather he met with individuals who had believed in him and who had
been deeply impacted by the events around Passover. And each person he met was changed by
the encounter as they came to a deeper understanding of who he was and why he had come. The
first person to meet him was a woman. Let’s find out more about her.

Luke 8:1-3 READ Luke 8:1-3. Mark “Jesus / he / him” with a

3 and mark Mary Magdalene with a <O

'Soon afterward he went on through cities and ) o
) o o V1 What was Jesus doing and who was with him?
villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of

the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, )
5 V2-3 How are the women described?
and also some women who had been healed of

evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene,
3 What do we learn about Mary Magdalene?
from whom seven demons had gone out, “and

Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household

manager, and Susanna, and many others, who [ EEEE | ETVEE [TEE S e T e 20 T
provided for them out of their means. Jesus. What would she have seen and heard?

Demons are the agents of Satan, and his purpose
for us is clear.

READ the following verses and discover the
strategy of Satan and how Jesus responds to it.

" The thief comes only to steal and kil and | john 10:10

destroy. | came that they may have life and have it | \what three things does “the thief” do? What might
abundantly. these look like in our life?

John 8:44 What does Jesus offer?

*You are of your father the devil, and your will is | John 8:44 (Jesus speaks to the Pharisees)

to do your father's desires. He was a murderer | What is Satan’s main strategy? Think of ways you

encounter this.
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth,

because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
. ) ) Colossians 1:13-14
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and
) What has God done for us and how has He done
the father of lies. it?

Colossians 1:13-14

¥ He has delivered us from the domain of darkness
Think of Mary’s life before meeting Jesus - what

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved would it have looked like?

14

Son, in whom we have redemption, the

What difference would Jesus have made to her
life? In what ways can you relate to this?

forgiveness of sins.




Matthew 27:55-61

®There were also many women there, looking
on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from

Galilee, %6

ministering to him, among whom
were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

*"When it was evening, there came a rich man
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a
disciple of Jesus. *® He went to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be
given to him. **And Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen shroud ®and laid it in
his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock.
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the
tomb and went away. °'Mary Magdalene and the

other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

John 20:1-2

'Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and
saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid

him.

John 20:11-14

" But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and

as she wept she stooped to look into the
tomb. ?And she saw two angels in white, sitting
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head
and one at the feet. > They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” ¥ Having said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did

not know that it was Jesus.

The next time we meet Mary Magdalene, she is
standing near the cross of Jesus.
READ Matthew 27:55-61. Mark references to

Mary Magdalene with a < and references to
Jesus with a C3

V55 Where do we find Mary Magdalene?
Why had she come from Galilee?

v61 What do we learn about her as the day closes?

What does this tell us about her heart for Jesus?

How do you imagine Mary felt as she sat in the
quiet of the garden at the tomb of Jesus and as

the sun begins to set? Jesus was dead. This
had been a traumatic day.

READ John 20:1-2. Mark as above.

What time is it when Mary heads to the tomb?
What does she find when she gets there?
Where does she go?

How does she refer to Jesus in this moment,
despite the shame of his death?

Peter and John go to the tomb and find it empty
as Mary says. They are starting to come to an

understanding of what has happened and leave
for the place they are staying. (John 20:3-10)

READ John 20:11-14. Mark as above.

The others left - what does Mary do?

V12 Who and what does she see in the tomb?

What do they ask her? Why are they asking this?

How does she respond? What is her deep desire?

What are we learning about her heart for Jesus?

V14 What happens when she turns round?

Mary’s deep distress at not knowing where

Jesus is leaves her unphased at the sight of
angels and blinds her to his presence.




John 20:15-18 READ John 20:15-18. Mark as before.

> Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and | will take him away.” ' Jesus said to
her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). '’ Jesus said to
her, “Do not cling to me, for | have not yet ascended
to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘| am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.” '® Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I

have seen the Lord” - and that he had said these

things to her.
Jeremiah 29:11-14

The children of Israel had been in exile and
away from the place where God’s name dwellt.
Jeremiah sends them a letter that would be read
by Daniel many years later.

"For | know the plans | have for you, declares
the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope. ' Then you will call upon
me and come and pray to me, and | will hear
you. ®You will seek me and find me, when you
seek me with all your heart. "1 will be found by you,
declares the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes
and gather you from all the nations and all the
places where | have driven you, declares the LORD,
and | will bring you back to the place from which |
sent you into exile.

John 14:21

' Whoever has my commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and | will love him
and manifest myself to him.”

“God hides himself so that

we can choose to seek him.”
Dallas Willard

V15 What two questions does Jesus ask Mary?

How does she respond? What is her one desire?

V16 How does Jesus reveal himself to her?

What does this tell you about the risen Jesus?

How does Mary react?

What does Jesus commission her to do? What is
the message she is carrying?

How does this message reveal a new relationship
between Jesus and his disciples?

V18 What does Mary declare to the disciples?

What qualities in Mary led to her encounter?

Think about Mary and what characterised her
most in her relationship with Jesus. She was a

woman who stayed.
What was the outcome of her perseverance?

READ Jeremiah 29:11-14.

What does it feel like to be in exile from God’s
presence?

What are God'’s intentions even in those times?

How should we respond when God seems absent?

What is his promise to us?

READ John 14:21.

What other response will lead us to Jesus
manifesting himself to us?

What would it look like to be a woman who stayed?
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